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NANOMATERIALS: THE ENVIRONMENTAL RISK
IS THERE SOME ROOM LEFT FOR ETHICS AND LAW?
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INTRODUCTION:
® Nanotechnology offers new scientific and industrial perspectives (in communication, energy--- )
® However, the experience of nuclear energy and genetic engineering delivers us a message:
® The necessity to set up an appropriate societal reflection on risk acceptability and on our
capacity of controlling such risk.
Why should we worry about nanomaterials?
® Nanoparticles can cross the biological barriers. As Nanoparticles can also penetrate the
nucleus of a cell, carbonic nanotubes have been classified for their capacity to induce genetic
mutations as potentially carcinogenic.
® (Concerning transformation and degradation mechanisms, we know very little about the way
they behave in air, soil, water or living organisms .

® A question rises: is there any risk created by a potential bioaccumulation?
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